
 
 

HOLIDAY SEASON QUIZ (with answers) 
By Bill Flury 

Congratulations! Your organization has asked you to be the project manager who will take charge of running all the 
holiday parties in December. Here are some things you will need to work on. 

1. You will need a place to hold all the parties. Remember that place in the movie where Bing Crosby first sang “White 
Christmas”? Where was that? Holiday Inn 

2. Many different groups celebrate a special holiday in December. You want to be sure to get the right people invited to 
the right parties. You will need to match the holiday name to the right groups: 

Ashura:      Sunni Muslims 
Hanukkah:     Jews 
Bodhi Day:     Buddhists 
Our Lady of Guadalupe:    Catholics 
Yalda:      Zoroastrians 
Christmas:     Christians 
Kwanzaa:     pan-Africans 

3. You will want to play appropriate music at the parties but the song, Jingle Bells, was originally written for a holiday not 
in December. What holiday was that? Thanksgiving 

4. You need to get party favors for some of the parties. You have been told that you can get gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrhh from Gaspar, Balthazar & Melchior, Ltd. What is myrrh? The aromatic resin of the Commiphora tree 

5. For one of the parties you will need to order one of everything mentioned in the song “Twelve Days of Christmas”. 
How many items will that be? 364 

6. Your party chef, Jack Horner, suggests that you serve Christmas Pie. You need to be sure that you include his special 
“feel good” ingredient. What is that? A Plum —“He stuck in his thumb and pulled out a plum and said what a good boy 
am I.” 

7. When you last checked you had only six reindeer. Two were missing. You had: Prancer, Cupid, Vixen, Blitzen, Dasher, 
and Comet. Which two are missing? Donder & Dancer 

8. Security may be a problem. Which government agency can best help you: 

• Keep track of your reindeer? North American Aerospace Defense Command 
• Determine who has been naughty or nice? Domestic: FBI    Foreign: CIA    Other: #Twitter 
• Find out when party attendees are awake or sleeping? NSA (based on cell phone activity) 
 
9. You need to engage a group to sing Wassail (def. Old English, wæs hæl, literally ‘be you healthy’) all over the town. 
They will be drinking the traditional Wassail drink. What is that? Mulled Cider with a lot of ale and madeira 

10. Near the end of the month Saint Stephen’s Day and the start of Kwanzaa occur on the same day. When do you have 
to be ready for them? December 26th 

Bonus Question: Assuming that you will succeed, you can expect your boss to reward you the same way Ebeneezer 
Scrooge rewarded Bob Cratchitt. How did he do that? He gave him a big goose! 
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